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Mass for the Opening of 
the First Assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia 

Sunday 3rd October 2021 
 

Dear Fathers, 

The First Session of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia will begin formally with the 
celebration of Mass on Sunday 3rd October. 

Archbishop Tim Costelloe SDB, President of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia, will 
officiate at the Opening Mass of the Plenary Council to be celebrated at St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Perth. This Mass will be livestreamed for the faithful at 11.00 am Perth time 
(2pm Sydney time) via the Plenary Council website: plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au   

This special Mass will invoke the Holy Spirit upon the Plenary Council, and replace the 
orations of the Mass for the 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Similarly, the Australian bishops in their dioceses will be celebrating special Masses on 
that day in their cathedrals, as I will be doing in St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, at 10.30am 
on Sunday 3rd October. Because the current Public Health Order will prevent most 
attending these Masses in person, the Mass will be livestreamed: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/StMarysCathedralSydney 

Due to the importance of the Plenary Council, I would ask that all ‘public’, that is, 
livestreamed, Masses in the parishes of the Archdiocese on Sunday 3rd October, be Votive 
Masses, using the texts taken from the Roman Missal and the Lectionary proposed by the 
Plenary Council organising team. These have been selected from the Mass for a Council 
or Synod and the Votive Masses of the Holy Spirit, and are given below. 

The Adsumus Prayer of Petition to the Holy Spirit, “We stand before or after you, Holy 
Spirit” is prayed before or after the Final Blessing. 

The organisers have also given musical suggestions, although you are free to use other 
music. There is a sample Universal Prayer but you are again free to vary it. 

Red vestments are worn. 

With my prayerful best wishes, 

Yours fraternally in Christ 
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